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Title:
The impact of cuts to services on people with disabilities: cumulative
and careless; making creative engaged solutions imperative.
Introduction
This keynote address will set out some of the evidence of the negative impact
of Coalition government cuts to disabled people, including some specific
examples that I have seen in my own work. Each headline topic will identify
the national impact before considering the opportunities for creative, engaged
solutions and interdependent working by people with disabilities to improve
services themselves in this difficult context. These solutions aim to mitigate
the impact of austerity, welfare reform and the economic recession on the
health and well-being of disabled people and to empower this group to shape
the policy agenda. The focus of the talk will be adults with disabilities.
Part 1- The impact of cuts to services on people with disabilities;
cumulative and careless?
Cumulative Impact – the concept and Equality and Human Rights
Commission analysis1


Necessity for policymakers to consider the collective impact of the cuts



Necessity for disabled people to contribute to this analysis by their
experiences

Part 2 – Headline topics
i) Economic: the impact of Welfare Reform and barriers to employment;
including the move to Universal Credit, DLA Reform and Under Occupancy or
‘Bedroom Tax’ (Scope; MIND); ATOS assessments.
Creative Solution: people with disabilities need to be empowered and
enabled to set the agenda around welfare reform and employment. Table
Discussion today: What are the practical barriers to gaining and sustaining
employment? What are the solutions? For example, later starting times;
flexible working patterns.

1 Making fair financial decisions An assessment of HM Treasury’s 2010 Spending Review
conducted under
Section 31 of the 2006 Equality Act (EHRC, 2013)
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ii) Cuts to Local Government: Health and Social Care budget reductions
have led many local authorities to raise their FACs Eligibility thresholds,
risking a systemic ‘drift towards crisis’.
Creative Solution: consultation responses and making best use of the
evidence. Use your status as experts by experience to respond to local
government consultations. Explain how changes will affect you; are there
alternatives?
-

Write your own consultation response; ask professionals to assist in
capacity building; circulate amongst your local Councillors. For
example, I held Consultation skills sessions for parents and adults with
autism to explain the meaning of consultations and how to structure their
personal answers. This led parents, carer and adults with autism to
respond to the local consultation process.

-

Judicial review2. The paper I wrote in response to Birmingham City
Council’s Vision for Social Care (2010), written on behalf of Autism West
Midlands, was used by the claimant’s legal counsel as evidence in the
Administrative Court’s Judicial Review of this policy. It was cited
extensively by the presiding judge, who used it to reach the verdict that the
Council’s consultation was inadequate and the policy should be quashed 3.
Judicial Review will not always be the most feasible nor productive way of
making best use of the evidence. Nevertheless, it is one way of seeking a
definitive judicial response to a change of policy affecting disabled people.
Other avenues should always be pursued first.

iii) Access to Legal Services: cuts to Civil and Criminal Legal Aid.
Thankfully, Community Care was ‘one of the areas of civil legal aid least
affected by the ...changes’ to Legal Aid (The General Council of the Bar,
2013). However, the Legal Aid, Sentencing and Punishment of Offenders Act
2012, which came into effect from the 1 st of April 2013 ,is likely to have a
disproportionate impact on people with disabilities (see Scope, 2012; The
Guardian 2013) by, for example:


Removing funding for legal advice and representation for routine
housing claims

2 In the context of cuts to legal aid, this tool will be more difficult for individual claimants to apply; as
such it will become even more important for to work with charities and pressure groups to mount
public law challenges.

3 (see R(W)v Birmingham City Council, [2011] EWHC 1147 (Admin))
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Excluding funding for civil legal services in relation to a welfare benefit
claims 4unless in exceptional circumstances when it reaches the Court
of Appeal or Supreme Court;
Cuts to Criminal law Legal Aid mean the previously 11,000 cases
brought by prisoners will no longer be eligible.

Creative Solution: Know your rights and help set the agenda about what
those rights should be: an understanding of the law can appear to be a tightly
guarded secret held by certain professionals but many charities and voluntary
organisations are working hard to open access to the law for people with
disabilities. You can work with them and other local agencies to build capacity
in the community. There are a number of avenues for engagement:
-

Contribute to your Local Authority’s Equality Impact Assessment, for
example, I recently often on their views but good ones are out
involving.;

-

Setting up capacity building forums;

-

Respond to local and national consultations

-

Scrutiny Boards;

-

Freedom of Information Act requests;

-

Responding National Consultations; a member of my Autism
Consultation Work Group recently responded to The Barker
Commission’s 5request for evidence. They have now been asked to
sit on the Panel of this Comminssion as an Expert by Experience

-

Local representation on Public Involvement Networks eg. Autism
Partnership Board

-

Write to your Local Councillor or MP

iv) Attitudinal. An increase in stigma, social exclusion and discrimination in
this economic climate has led to a negative attitudinal shift towards disabled
people:
"Recent media articles labelling those who claim disability benefits
as ‘scroungers’ have arguably contributed to increased resentment
and abuse being directed at disabled people” (NAS 2012).
4 According to the Scope Report, ‘[d]isabled people make up a disproportionate proportion of 58 per
cent
of those who receive legal aid for welfare benefits cases (Legal Services Commission (2011)). This
translates
to over 78,000 disabled people who will be denied specialist legal help’.

5 Also known as the Commission on the Future of Health and Social Care in England.
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Linked to documented rise on Hate Crime towards people with disabilities; this
attitudinal shift risks widespread impact on the self confidence, social inclusion
and wellbeing of people with disabilities.
Creative solution: become a News producer. Challenging the portrayal of
people with disabilities in mainstream News is a powerful way to change News
media’s conversation about this subject. Self-advocacy and autobiographical
journalism are ways to raise the profile of experiences of people with
disabilities. You can become a ‘content creator’ by writing blogs, twitter posts
and designing websites to tell your story and share evidence about the way
changes to law and policy are affecting the everyday lives of people with
disabilities. The digital divide has historically affected people with disabilities,
particularly those learning difficulties, in the past. Nevertheless, there are
ways to increase your access to the internet. For example, you can work with
charitable and service user-led organisations to produce pieces of photo
journalism and tell your story visually or through video diaries online.
Biography:
Marie Tidball was born in Barnsley and grew up in nearby Penistone,
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Marie is now studying for a doctorate at the Centre for Criminology, University
of Oxford, on the governance of defendants with Autism in the English
Criminal Justice System. She is passionate about improving access to
services for people with disabilities and empowering them to better
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Her interests include: criminal law; mental health law; Equalities legislation;
criminal justice, health and social care and welfare reform.
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